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been perfectly mirrored in our memory. It Las already
been remarked that recollection is a selective process,
and this truth is strikingly illustrated in the growth
of our enduring representations of things. What
stamps itself on my memory is what surprised me or
what deeply interested me at the moment. And then
there are all the risks of mnemonic illusion to be
taken into account as well. Thus, my idea of a person,
so far even as it is built up on a basis of direct
personal recollection, is essentially a fragmentary and
to some extent a misleading representation.

Nor is this all. My habitual idea of a person is
a resultant of forces of memory conjoined with other
forces. Among these are to be reckoned the in-
fluence of illusory perception or insight, my own and
that of others. The amount of misinterpretation of
the words and actions of a single human being during
the course of a long acquaintance must be very con-
siderable. To these must be, added the effect of erro-
neous single expectations and reconstructions of past
experiences, in so far as these have not been dis-
tinctly contradicted and dissipated. All these errors,
connected with single acts of observing or inferring
the feelings and doings of another, have their effect
in distorting the subsequent total representation of
the person.

Finally, we must include a more distinct ingredient
of active illusion, namely, all the complex effects of
the activity of imagination as led, not by fact and ex-
perience, but by feeling and desire. Our permanent
idea of another reflects all that we have fondly
imagined the person capable of doing, and thus is